Retinoids run rampant: multiple roles during spinal cord and motor neuron development.
Learning how the incredible diversity of neurons in the vertebrate central nervous system (CNS) is generated is a central focus of developmental neuroscience. Three studies in the September 25, 2003, issue of Neuron bring us closer to this goal by revealing how the interplay between Fibroblast Growth Factor (FGF), retinoic acid (RA), and Sonic hedgehog (Shh) signaling regulate progression of spinal cord progenitor cells through various phases of development and specify particular types of spinal motor neurons (MNs).